
 

Press Release 
For immediate diffusion 

 
 

 
Les Escales Improbables de Montréal 

The rendez-vous of arts without borders 
From August 30 to September 11, 2014 

 
Thirty stopovers in Montréal for a playful and poetic discovery of the city 

Montréal, July 30, 2014 – Since 2004, Les Escales Improbables de Montréal (EIM), an international 
pluridisciplinary festival, has established itself as an event that brings to the forefront the need to poeticise our 
connection with urbanity and with the Other. Every year, the EIM invests the city and infuses it with an essential 
creative turbulence by presenting participatory, unusual and eclectic projects. 

As underlines Sylvie Teste, Artistic Director and CEO of EIM, “the event is adopting a new image for 2014 and 
will be deployed on new play grounds throughout the city. Thanks to this new approach, curious Montrealers and 
afficionados of stunning living arts will be in seventh heaven as this edition places Montréal at the very heart of 
its program comprised mainly of original productions and creations.” 

 
Kurt Perschke – RedBall 

 

Claire Dehove and André Éric Létourneau – Le Ministère des Affaires et Patentes… 

A program, predominately free of charge, that weaves ties between the intimate and the 
collective 
RedBall Montréal will be one of the key-points of the 2014 edition. After Paris, London, Chicago, Toronto and 
Sydney, the great red ball will at last be rolling in Montréal. Follow the tour of the metropolis from North to South, 
as it brings together 11 partners (details of the itinerary will be revealed on August 4). Given its monumental 
presence, this enormous red ball reinvents familiar places or sets out spaces that by force of habit have become 
virtually invisible. RedBall Montréal, by New York artist Kurt Perschke, is a mobile sculptural installation (one 
day, one place) that revives our view of the city with humor and derision, together with the wild side and poetry 
that we have come to love so much ay EIM. 

Designed and carried out by André Éric Létourneau (Montréal) and Claire Dehove (France), and coproduced 
with the partnership of the Quartier des spectacles, the installation Le Ministère des Affaires et Patentes 
humaines, animales, végétales et élémentaires/Affaire #1 invites you on a stroll through the downtown area 
to discover nine places reimagined by neighbourhood citizens and users. 

Choreographer Tedi Tafel and her dancers bring us everyday, a series of improvised performances that 
immerse both dancers and spectators in the raw materials of the day-to-day. Through discreet interaction with 
spaces selected in the borough of Ville-Marie and the people who inhabit them, the performers draw our 
attention to the unnoticed, hidden or unexpressed aspects of public living. 



For his first visit to Canada, French choreographer Loïc Touzé (ORO company) carries two atypical projects in 
his suitcases: Autour de la table and LOVE. Autour de la table highlights the multiple issues linked to the body 
and invites you… around the table! At each table, a person from Montréal, selected outside of the artistic 
community and having developed a special knowledge linked to one’s gestures, shares his or her knowledge 
with you. Then, change table and discover, through these stories, the imaginative worlds contained in our 
gestures. With LOVE, an unusual choreographic piece that is impossible to classify, Loïc Touzé has created a 
dance performance that one watches like a movie. Somewhere between a cabaret and a silent movie, it could 
very well be that the codes of contemporary dance have been slightly disrupted. This spotlight on Loïc Touzé is 
presented in cooperation with Agora de la danse. 

 
Loïc Touzé (ORO company) – LOVE 

 

Les Siestes Musicales 

Natural Sounds/Sonorities of the Garden 
The EIM also invites you to make the most of nature in the city, with its two projects to be held in the gardens of 
Montréal’s Insectarium in partnership with Espace pour la vie. On August 30 will be presented the last of the 
series of Musical Siestas, an iconic component of the EIM. Every Saturday since June 21, the Musical Siestas 
offer a pause for rest and musical discovery during which the visitors, stretched out on long chairs or in the 
grass, are invited to listen to song, electro, folk, world music… played by musicians at the heart of the crowd. As 
to Les Escales Sonores, they offer an immersive voyage through the Insectarium’s gardens. Comprised of four 
acoustic installations, they are created specifically to blend into the natural environment and set out the 
singularity of the gardens. This France-Québec coproduction brings together Québec composers Alexis 
Bellavance and Christian Calon, with the participation of visual artist Phil Allard, and French composers Hervé 
Birolini and Philippe Le Goff. 

2014 is a year of original productions stemming from long months of development shared with the residents of 
different quarters of Montréal. The sensorial exploration of the metropolis by artists from here and abroad has 
created an alchemy between the selected works and spaces. Thus, poetry and surprise accompany each of our 
stopovers.  

The whole program of this event will be posted on line on July 30, 2014, at www.escalesimprobables.com. 
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Credits. RedBall: Thomas Martin – Martin and Martin. LOVE: Jocelyn Cottencin. Musical Siestas: Espace pour la Vie – Insectarium de 
Montréal. Le Ministère des Affaires et Patentes: Guillaume Arseneault. 

TICKETS 
 

LOVE by Loïc Touzé 
Tickets at www.admission.com as of July 30 

Box office at Agora de la danse as of August 23 
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